
Mieke Oostra is an architect, building expert and researcher and focuses on 
product, process and concept innovation. Her current position is professor 
in Spatial Transformations at the Hanze University of Applied Sciences. She is 
interested in issues related to energy and raw material use in the built environment 
and is currently focusing on the circular economy as well. 

Mieke Oostra studied Architecture at Delft University of Technology and graduated 
there on the thesis Component design: The role of the architect in product 
innovation. After that, she worked for four years at Slavenburg’s Bouwbedrijven. 
Here she was responsible for the embedding of customer-oriented innovations 
in the business process. She then worked for more than eight years as a senior 
researcher at TNO in the Energy and Comfort Systems department as an expert in 
the field of building process innovation, aimed at realizing sustainability goals and 
meeting the needs of clients and end-users.

Mieke Oostra

Harry Vedder is co-founder and owner of the consultancy firm M3V that provides 
consultancy and management services in the areas of education and sports 
accommodation. Sustainability, functionality and affordable operation are the 
guiding principles for him. He is interested in the whole process of building and 
approaches a project in a holistic way, by not only focusing on the construction 
process, but throughout the ‘Life Cycle’ of the building. 

Harry Vedder graduated in Civil Engineering at Delft University of Technology and 
worked as Head Advising from 1989 to 1997 at the Sector Sports Facilities of the 
Dutch Olympic Federation NOC * NSF (the later ISA Sport). Harry Vedder

Wim Bakens is Senior Program Advisor for CIB, International Council for Research 
and Innovation in Building and Construction. Before that, he has been the Secretary 
General for CIB for more than 20 years. He is interested in innovation and research 
and the technical, economic, environmental, organizational and other aspects of 
the built environment during all stages of its life cycle and transfer of the research 
results, and their implementation and actual application.

Wim Bakens graduated and obtained his PhD from Eindhoven University of 
Technology and before moving to CIB he was a partner at Bakkenist Management 
Consultants. Wim is also Visiting Professor at the University of Westminster in 
London. Wim Bakens

Amira Omer Siddig Osman is a Sudanese/South African architect/lecturer/
researcher. She is a professor of architecture at the Tshwane University of 
Technology.  Amira studied at the University of Khartoum in Sudan in 1988 (B.Sc.) 
and 1996 (M.Sc.). She also obtained a diploma from the Institute for Housing 
Studies in Rotterdam (IHS) in 1992 and PhD in Architecture from the University of 
Pretoria in 2004.

She worked as an architect in Khartoum during the period 1988- 1997 with various 
practices on small and large projects and was a United Nations Volunteer (UNV) 
in Maseru, Lesotho 1997-1998, as an architect with the Department of Public 
Works. She has participated in a number of projects in South Africa including a 
hostel upgrade and designs for social housing in Pretoria. Amira is a registered 
Professional Architect with the South African Council for the Architectural Profession 
(SACAP) and while her focus is academic and research-oriented, she continues to 
practice on a small scale.

She previously worked as a Senior Researcher at the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR) in Pretoria (2010-2012) where she collaborated with 
a team from the Department of Human Settlements, the South African Institute 
of Architects (SAIA) and other councils and private sector representatives in 
the development of ten points for sustainable human(e) settlements which she 
proceeded to disseminate widely.

Amira Osman

Marthijn Pool is a trained architect and founding partner of Space & Matter, an 
architecture and urbanism office that is defining new development strategies at the 
intersection of online platforms and the built-environment. 

Marthijn Pool graduated in 2005 from Delft University of Technology. After that he 
started working at ONL [Oosterhuis_Lenard] where he set up the ONL_Hungary 
office for the Budapest CET project. After this experience, he started space & 
matter in 2009 with Tjeerd Haccou and Sascha Glasl. Marthijn Pool also carries out 
research and is part of the board of The Mobile City Foundation.Martijn Pool 

Ina Horlings is Professor Socio-Spatial Planning at the Faculty of Spatial Sciences 
at the University of Groningen. She is interested in topics like place-based 
development, Socio-Spatial Planning, Sense of Place, Leadership and Sustainable 
spatial (urban/rural/regional) Development. Currently she is involved in the 
European projects: SUSPLACE on practices of sustainable place-shaping, and 
RECOMS, investigating resourceful communities.

Ina Horlings studied at the University of Nijmegen and has been working as a 
policy advisor, consultant and researcher. She has been involved in developing 
a national strategy for a versatile countryside. Before moving to the University of 
Groningen she worked as an assistant professor at the University of Wageningen.Ina Horlings

Associate Professor Dr. Wafaa Nadeem is currently working at the German  University 
in Cairo- Architecture and Urban Design. She has an expertise in Architectural 
Engineering and is interested in ‘theorising’ practice and ‘particularising’ theory 
by integrating research with industry in a proactive approach to improve the built 
environment. Currently she is the Principle Investigator of a two-year German 
Egyptian Research Fund investigating the future housing in Egypt as a nucleus for 
living, working, and mobility to achieve an integrative built environment.

Wafaa has extensive working experience in both the construction industry and 
scientific research. Wafaa has authored and co-authored several journal articles 
and book chapters addressing the challenges to improve the quality of living while 
making benefit of technological advancements. She is also Africa Regional Editor 
for the Smart and Sustainable Built Environment Journal (SASBE). 

Wafaa graduated as an architect from Cairo University and received her MSc. in 
IT management in construction and her PhD in Industrialising the Construction 
Industry from the University of Salford (Manchester), UK.

Wafaa Nadim

Program
Tuesday April 10
09.15 Registration & coffee
10.00 Welcome by Mark Mobach (Research Centre for Built Environment NoorderRuimte)
10.10 Welcome by Mieke Oostra (Platform Urban Energy & chair)
10.15 Opening Rob Verhofstad (board Hanze University of Applied Sciences Groningen)
10.30	 Marthijn	Pool	‘The	value	of	Architecture	in	Circular	City	making’	
11.00		 Harry	Vedder	‘Towards	a	new	paradigm:	the	Living	Building	approach	as	a	co-creation	beyond			 	
	 classical	supply	and	demand’
11.30  Coffee break
12.00		 Ina	Horlings	‘Resilience,	resourcefulness	and	spatial	planning’
12.30	 Lunch
13.30 Paper presentations
14.30 Break
15.00 Workshops
16.00 Visiting local projects  

Wednesday April 11 
09.30	 Wim	Bakens	‘International	Cooperation	in	Research	for	Building	and	Construction’
10.00	 Amira	Osman	‘Resilience	and	responsibility:	unique	challenges	and	opportunities	in	the	South	
	 African	built	environment’	
10.30	 Wafaa	Nadeem	‘Housing	in	Egypt.	Back	to	the	Future.	The	triad	of	living,	working	and	mobility’
11.00 Coffee break
11.30 Paper presentations
13.00	 Lunch
14.30 Paper presentations
15.30 Refreshments
16.00 Paper presentations
17.00 Drinks
19.00 Dinner

Thursday April 12
09.30 Excursion Groningen City Walk

Between	 10-12	 April	 2018	 the	 Research	 Centre	 for	 Built	 Environment	 NoorderRuimte,	 part	 of	
the	Hanze	University	 of	Applied	Sciences,	will	 host	 an	 international	 conference	on	 resilient	 and	
responsible architecture and urbanism. 

In	 three	 days,	 more	 than	 30	 international	 experts	 will	 present	 the	 latest	 developments	 related	
to	 resilient	 and	 responsible	 interventions	 to	 buildings,	 towns	 and	 regions.	 On	 the	 final	 day	 the	
participants	in	the	conference	will	be	part	of	an	exclusive	excursion	in	the	old	city	of	Groningen.

International conference on 
Resilient and Responsible Architecture & 
Urbanism (RRAU) 2018

10-12 April 2018

Registration for attendees is still open. Conference fee is € 200 for three days or €125 for one day (includ-
ing excursion on day 3). Click here to register. Please register before 4 April 2018.

RRAU	2018	is	being	organised	by	Research Centre for Built Environment NoorderRuimte	together	with	
IEREK	–	(International	Experts	for	Research	Enrichment	and	Knowledge	Exchange),	the	Platform Urban 
Energy and Conseil International du Bâtiment.

More information can be found on the website or on Twitter. 

Topics include:
• ramping up Net Energy Zero buildings
•  future	proofing	and	occupant	satisfaction	of	Net	Energy	Zero	buildings	
•  energy	efficient	urban	areas
•  resource	efficiency	&	circular	processes
•  governance
•  water	management	in	the	built	environment

REGISTER NOW!
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